
SUSTAINABLE 
SURFACE TRANSPORT

Duration:
2005-2008

Contract no. 012405

For further information, please contact

Project Coordinator
Ing. Gianfranco Burzio

CENTRO RICERCHE FIAT
Strada Torino, 50-10043 Orbassano (TO) ITALY

Tel. +39 011 9083.066 
e-mail: gianfranco.burzio@crf.it 
web site:  http://www.fideus.org

THE CONSORTIUMPROJECT OVERVIEW

The project aims to devise forward-thinking 
solutions for urban goods deliveries that 
bring about wider environmental, social, 
economic and technical benefits for the 
urban communities of Europe.

Logistics management methods will focus 
on optimising vehicle load capacity, 
improving transhipment operations and 
integrating delivery operations with city 
traffic management and control.
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Since there is no single optimal vehicle for 
urban freight, three vehicle types will be tested 
in the                project.

DEMONSTRATORS AND VALIDATION

URBAN LIGHT VEHICLE: light commercial 
vehicle (3.5 tons), having low emission and 
featuring innovative technologies for a safer, 
ergonomic and efficient delivery of goods inside 
urban areas. 

URBAN TRUCK VEHICLE: medium sized truck 
(12 tons) featuring new solutions for noise 
reduction, security and safety

MICROCARRIER: non polluting means of 
transport for efficient delivery inside restricted 
urban areas. 

Many freight movements (collections and 
deliveries) take place in urban areas. 

Freight movements are important to 
sustain the daily needs of commerce, 
trade and citizens. As a result, goods 
traffic accounts for about 20% of all 
vehicle movements in urban areas, and for 
between 30 and 40% of all transport 
induced environmental impacts.

Economic growth today is correlated with 
increased traffic and respective 
environmental effects. The decoupling of 
increased transport volumes and 
environmental impact is addressed in                 

through better public regulations, 
innovative vehicle technologies, advanced 
logistics and adapted traffic management.

supports an innovative approach to 
the organisation of urban freight transport, in 
line with political strategies to safeguard the 
sustainability of cities, while being compatible 
with efficient logistics. 

promotes a new  integrated system 
involving the automotive industry, logistics 
companies and municipal and regional 
authorities. The aim is to develop appropriate 
vehicles, to ensure that delivery operations are 
efficient and that cities have the necessary 
information and tools to be able to define and 
manage effective mobility policies for goods 
traffic. 

will introduce optimised logistics 
operations using clean and energy efficient 
vehicle fleets, dedicated infrastructure and 
advanced information services.

APPROACHTHE CONTEXT
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